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it has _ . . to stretcl
1ents, ' t | facts int
e Inquestinadequate i
— or in-his
case, 7.
Use of a public jury of inquest to probe facts Given
surrounding the March 14 fatal shooting of Rick- free *“
ie Johnson, 17, by Portland policeman Kenneth most of
Sanford was preferable to bringing the matter exhaus
- new before a grand jury, whose proceedings by law  knowles
le the are veiled in secrecy. But the jury’s advisory repeatin
. new finding of justifiable homicide does not mean.  But N
\anges that public concerns with the matter have been are exps
other satisfied. up durin
ses of The open inquest was needed to clarify a ifeez:e"fj
complex factual situation (the wound in the back i cin]
" MOSt ¢ the victim’s head, for example), compounded grork 1;3
> civil by alleged racial overtones (four blacks killed by  and 1
onvic- police gunfire in less than a half -year), and SOmEOns
\“Pre intense, mounting interest in police procedures 7.
ve %gg and judgment in this case. trodu
ccused The public inquest served the purpose of <tojlers
uilt or placing in the witness chair virtually everyone roll eac
' who had firsthand, factual knowledge of tlllg cop-out
ivi slaying. It probably established as well as cou antedat
?tw:ngti angl ingvestigation i open or secret — the who- McCall
h time Wwhat-where-when-by whom facts 1t was —Te
4. But empowered to explore. And five of six jurors felt each ¢
(What the factual findings required a verdict of justifi- achieve
an that . able homicide. The public nature of the hearing the but
for the should put to rest any notion that the outcome Yyour w
would could have been rigged by police or by the dis- related
arn for trict attormey — ccl)lntel}tions that might have th:y ;
f prop- arisen after a secret hearing. e ¥
ot COn- ‘But the inquest jury procedure failed to elicit result |
alcohol sufficient testimony or iead to any findings as to  -sumed,
" 15 to whether police procedures were adequate in this  marche
ocused Case or whether they should be changed to fore-  mosph
nd thus stall similar fatal results in the future. move |
w
change  The 1973 Legislature took away the right of Ll o
lutious- grand juries to issue reports on matters of public eak
ning of coneern. The inquest jury 1s not e_mpowe_;ed to  for 10
i go beyond its factual findings and its verdict. So, —St
1S the where is the public forum to answer questions of ¢jagss v
jury. It philosophy, policy and procedure that remain paid $
system, ynanswered? These questions are important: At the aut
rts are: what level of command should decisions be made first s¢
L get an as to how armed suspecis in a house be times
S Justice apprehended with the least risk to officers and downg
. to the suspects? What are appropriate standards that w
METICAR of police behavior in such circumstances? Is ipits
he case police enforcement applied with variable VIgOTr specia
its their i, plack and white neighborhoods? Why? What  _ ¢
roposed ghould be done about it? - . o
lties for -- o
al to a Mayor Neil Goldschmidt and members of the
driving Albina Ministerial Alliance and the Black Stu-
urglars, dent Union at Portland State University have
islature agreed to explore a list of suggestions coming
’ both from the black community and city sources.
| But how? In City Council sessions? In neighbor-
on made .4 meetings? Through police community rela-
Lf_lecstgf_‘ég tions officers? No really satisfactory answer has
an hour. been forthcoming.
niformly -~ The new Precinct Councils, staffed with citi-
1ed @S @ jeps and created to help the police explore com-
neasure, mynity concerns and neighborhood law enforce-
o all the mept problems, offer a possibility, but they are
signed 10 51most brand new, they have no track record
that will satisfy the broader public, and the
Ities on issues at stake may.be too large, anyway, as a
licenses, first venture. -
er laws (1
the laws The ball is now in the hands of the mayor. He -
But its must find a suitable public forum to continue the

a jury of dialogue.
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